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Hi everyone,

We have had a fantagtic ctart to the echool year and the
past half term hag been filled with lote of fun getting to
know all of our new children. We are looking forward to
celebrating the end of year holidaye with you all
including, Diwalli, Halloween, Fireworke day and of
cource Chrietmage!

We are excited for all the fun to come!
Lorna

DATES FOR THE DIARY”

Stay_and playg
Chrictmag - Friday 12™ December
Mother’e day - Friday 13™ March

Father's day - Friday 19™ June

Photography_visite
Friday 14™ November
June 2026 - TBC

School trangition information evenings

Wedneeday 22" April

Precchool graduation
Qaturday 27" June

CHRISTMAS DESIGNS

& Chrictmae Decigne Are Hero! £
Our children have been bugey creating their wonderful Chrictmae artwork! Order forme have now gone
“f home, and you can order theit degigne on a range of fective iteme — including mugs, baubleg, coasters,

carde, and more.

| All orders are completed online, with a deadline of Monday 27th October at 12pm.

2026 LEAVER HOODIES

We'te excited to offer leavers” hoodiec ac a wonderful keepeake for the children ag

they get ready for their next adventure!

Order forme were cent via Tapestry on €th October. If you need a form emailed to

¥ you or 4 hard copy, pleace cee Martha in the office.

Deadline: Completed forme and paymente mugt be returned by 31¢t October

202E.

8l Pleace note: We need a minimum of 12 ordere to go ahead. Anyone miecing the
deadline can only order if another group of 12 ic reached — co don’t mise out!

y happy to help!

Bl It you have any questiong or need help with the form, just megeage ug — we're



Thie term, we have been focuging on developing our groee motor ¢kille, with a particular emphagic on
taking ctepe, balancing, and building confidence in movement. It hae been wonderful to gee the children
becoming more cteady on their feat and eager to explore their environment with growing independence.
We've aleo been immercing ourcelves in the changing autumn ceacon, taking full advantage of the
oppottunitieg it bringe for learning and digcovery. The children have enjoyed outdoor walke, vigite to the
neatby field, and exploring our local curroundinge — obgetving the natural world with great curiogity. A
particular highlight hae been watching the colourful leavee fall from the treec (and their curprice when 3
few landed on them!).

Back in the room, the children have been buey getting creative, making Halloween-themed crafte
including epooky ghogte, plump pumpking, and wicked witcheg” hate. They loved uging glue and
exploring the texture of glitter ac they cprinkled it to make their pictures cparkle.

| We alco had lote of fun baking spinach and cheece muffine — taking turne to add ingrediente, mixing
them togethet, and proudly taking them home once cooked. Alongeide thic, we've continued to enjoy 4
wide range of cencory play experienceg, exploring different texturee, movemente, and materiale that
epark curiogity and cupport cognitive development.

[t'e been 3 bugy, exciting term filled with exploration, creativity, and plenty of handg-on learning!
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What a wonderful time we've had!
[t'c been 4 lovely ctart to the ceacon in the Tiny Acorne Room. Over the pact few weeke, we’ve been buey building citong,
nurturing bonde with all of the children, helping them feel happy, cafe, and settled in their environment.

Now that everyone ig feeling more at home and confident in their new routine, we’ve been focucing on cuppotting the children
ac they work towarde their next developmental milestonee. Each child i¢ uniqua, and we've been tailoring activities to support
their individual learning journeye.

Thig ceacon, we've embraced all thinge autumnall The babies have loved exploting a vatiety of themed cencory traye filled with
textureg, colours, and ceente that capture the magic of autumn and Halloween. From geaconal leaves to knitted pumpking,
there’e been co much to diccover and enjoy.

We've aleo made the most of the beautiful autumn weather by getting out and about on regular walke. The children have
enjoyed viciting local patke and epending time in nature, ac well ac a epecial trip to Stamford Library to enjoy come coey ctory §
time gecgiong.

Ac we look ahead to the rest of the year, we're co excited to continue suppotting the children ag they grow, thrive, and explore
the world around them.

JThank you for your continued support!,
Elli, Chloe, Kerti, and Vicky @&
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SUPER SEEDLINGS ol
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What a wonderful ctart to the hew ferm!
It hae been a new and exciting expetience for all of ug in our new room. The children have trancitioned beautifully,
and our brand-new ctarfere have cettled in co well — they are already very much a part of Super Seedlinge.

The children have loved exploring their new environment, with the home corner, book area, and the calm/cencory area
proving to be particular favourites. These gpaces provide wonderful opportunities for the children to develop their
communication and language, imagination, eatly literacy, and cocial gkills.

We've been on ceveral autumn walke to the field, park, and conker tree, where we've enjoyed collecting conkets,
acorng, and leavee. Thege expetiencas have encouraged the children to obgerve ceagonal changes, develop their
vocabulary, and engage in hands-on exploration of the natural world.

Back in our woodland area, the children have had ¢o much fun making conker and acorn “coup” and taking part in
qutumn-themed activities. We've algo created beautiful autumn crafte, uging conkere to make pictures in warm
qutumn coloure and even painting with sticke! Thege activities have cupported their fine motor ¢kille, creativity, and
celf-expreccion.

§ Over the next few monthe, we're really looking forward to celebrating Halloween, Bonfire Night, and Chrictmage with
lofe of fun, fective activities.




MIGHTY OAKS
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WWhat a bucy and exciting term we’ve had in Mighty Oake!
[t'c been a pleagure getting to know each of you, supporting your trangition into the hew room, and learning mote about your unique
interecte. You've all cettled in co well, and it’c been wonderful to cee the friendehipe forming — not only between children, but aleo
with the educatore in the room.

Thic term, we've been learning all about recyeling and took part in Recycling Week. We had meaningful convereationg about the
importance of looking after our planet and keeping it clean, ecpecially for the animale we care about. The childten chared thoughtful
ideag about why recyeling mattere and how we can all help.

We alco explored natural recoutcee and the changing ceacon. Pine coneg, leaveg, conkere, and all thinge autumn became the centra of
out learning and play. The children loved getting hande-on with activities like conker tolling, nature hunte, and uging tweezere to
examine and cort their finde.

A cpecial highlight hag been the inttoduction of our ‘Little Acorn’ ctory cack, which i¢ being cent home with each child in turn. Thic igs
a lovely opportunity for familiec to read together, have convereations about the ctory, and contribute to the chared book for the children
to bring back and chare with their friends.

“Ac we reached the end of term, out focug turned to Halloween. We explored the cighe and symbole of the geagon, chared what we might ;

diecc up ac, and got creative with themed decoratione and activitiee.
o now looking forward to a fun-filled final term of the year, with exciting evente ahead — from Halloween to Bonfire Night and of
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GREAT OAKS
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What a wonderful couple of monthe we've had in Great Oake! We began September by warmly welcoming all of our children and
familiec, and it'c baan fantagtic to cee new friendchipe forming and old oneg rekindled.

Our Funergy cecciong with Sally have ctarted every Thureday, and the children have loved getting active and building their phygical
ckille in cuch a fun way. We've alco introduced Spanich ceccione on Wedneeday morninge, which have been a hit — the children are
really enjoying learning new worde and congg in a different language!

We've fully embraced the autumn geacon with a range of engaging cencory and creative activities. From exploring themed tuff traye
filled with pumpking, rice, and batg, to leaf printing, conker rolling, and apple stamping, the children have been handg-on with every
element of autumn! We even created our very own Investigation Station, whete children proudly added autumn treacuree they had found
at home or on walks.

To ctrengthen fine motor ckille, we uged elactic bande with pinecones and pumpking — a fun challenge that the children really enjoyed!
We alco had a fantagtic time celebrating Talk Like a Pirate Day! The children walked the plank (carefully avoiding the charke!), made
their own freacure mape with X marking the epot, and followed them around the field to find hidden treasure.

Space Week wag out of thic world! We created rockete uging junk modelling and tected them outcide fo cee if they could fly to the

§ moon. We explored space-themed puzzlee, made cparkly space playdough, and built rockete uging magnete. One of the highlights wae
walking to the chop to buy Coke and Mentoe — then watching our very own exploding rocket Iaunch!

Our adventure continued with a bug trip to Burghley Park. We explored the beautiful grounds, climbed on the logg, enjoyed a enack,
and even gpotted come ctunning deer before heading back just in time for lunch! We alco took another bug trip to the library to help
cupport the childrene love of reading.

# Ac Halloween approacheg, we've started our epooky crafte — including making Frankencteing and decorating our own pumpkine. The

N children have chown ¢o much creativity and enthugiaem for all thinge eetie and exciting!
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AHEALTHY HALLOWEEN

he children are counting down the daye until October 31%, are you ready for the cugar ruch?” Whether you're having a party

ith friende or trick-or-treating in the community , with a little creativity, you can find fun waye to include come healthy
pptione in the mix.

e Having a healthy meal BEFORE your children go trick-or-treating can reduce their temptation to ehack while walking or
to overindulge becauce theit tummieg will be full.

» (Chooge or make a emaller collection container for your child. If you encourage kide to only take one eweet from each
houge, they'll be able to vicit more hougee in the neighbouthood.

o (ot come oxercice by making Halloween a fun family activity. Walk inctead of driving kide from houge to houce. Set a
goal of how many hougee or etreste you'll vicit, or compete in feame to do a¢ many ac you can. Bring a bottle of water
and a torch and wear comfortable choes for walking.

e (Check expiration datec and ingpect all ediblec before allowing children to eat them. Don’t let children eat anything with
quectionable or unknown ingrediente, ecpecially if they have food allergjes.

 Halloween can be a great time to talk with your children about moderation and making emart eating choices.

Up the fright factor. Serve healthy enacke dresced up in the Halloween theme. There ate lote of creative ideag being
chared online at thic time of year, such a¢ banana ghoste, apple mongeter mouthe and carrot witch fingere

e Play with food. Incorporate healthy foode into party activities, cuch ac decorating oranges like jack-o’-lanterng and
bobbing for apples.

e Keep ‘em on their feet. Include plenty of phygical activitieg, cuch ac a zombie dance party, three-legged mongter race,
epider crawl, or pumpkin toss.

o Rethink the drink. Don't forget that cutting back on gugary treate includes coda and cugar-eweetened beverages. Offer
water, or milk. Make a Halloween-themed punch from cparkling water and a eplach of 100% orange juice, garniched
with plenty of orange clicec.

i taying in? Congider Non-edible iteme for trick or treaters-

& Clow cticke or emall glow-in-the-dark foye
Bouney balle
Mini pluch toye and wind-up toye
Crayone and colouring booke
Ctickers or etampe
Temporary tattooe
Bubbleg
Cpider ringe or vampire festh
Clime, putty or equichy toyg
Friendchip bracelete

29 carcful to avoid giving very emall iteme that could be a choking hazard to little onec.
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NURSERY RHYME

When all the cows were ¢leaping
And the gun had gone to bed
Up jumped the scarectow
And thic ic what he caid
... I'm a dingle, dangle ccarecrow
With a flippy, floppy hat
| can chake my hande like thic
| can chake my feot like that
... When all the heng were roosting
And the moon behind a cloud
Up jumped the scarecrow
And chouted very loud
... I'm a dingle, dangle ccarecrow
With a flippy, floppy hat
| can chake my hande like thic
| can chake my feet like that
... I'm a dingle, dangle scarecrow
With a flippy, floppy hat
| can chake my hande like thic

| can chake my feet like that

: ELKLAN UPDATE
upporting Speech Development.

4 the day.

I {[IPractice making counde and worde

Join in chate and play with othere
= Develop healthy mouth and teeth patterng
EBBuild early language ckille

SR

SPEECH AND LANGUAGETIP

PLAY AT AGE 2: BEGINNING OF SEQUENCED PLAY

PLAY. FOR EXAMPLE, A CHILD MIGHT FEED A DOLL AND THEN PUT IT TO BED.
o THIS STAGE OFTEN COINCIDES WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY LINKING WORDS (E.G.
“AND THEN"). .
o SEQUENCED PLAY GIVES INSIGHT INTO A CHILD’S UNDERSTANDING OF ROUTINES AND é
EVENTS IN THE WORLD AROUND THEM.
o SUPPORTING THIS DEVELOPMENT: ADULTS CAN MODEL SEQUENCE PLAY BY NARRATING
STEPS, E.G.,
“FIRST WE PUT DOLLY IN HER PYJAMAS, THEN WE CLEAN HER TEETH, AND THEN SHE GOES
TO BED.”

PLAY AT AGE 3: ROLE PLAY AND IMAGINATION
o THREE-YEAR-OLDS ENJOY ROLE PLAY, OFTEN DRESCING UP AQ REAL-LIFE OR IMAGINARY
CHARACTERS. ;
o THIS TYPE OF IMAGINATIVE PLAY ALLOWS CHILDREN TO EXPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT [SCE8
ROLES AND EXPLORE FEELINGG. iz
. IT IS CRUCIAL FOR SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT, HELPING CHILDREN:
UNDERSTAND OTHERS PERSPECTIVES.
EXPRESS AND MANAGE EMOTIONS.
DEVELOP EMPATHY.

PLAY AT AGE 4: COOPERATIVE AND QELF-DIRECTED PLAY
. BY AGE 4, CHILDREN ENGAGE IN A WIDE VARIETY OF SELF-DIRECTED AND
INCREASINGLY COOPERATIVE PLAY WITH PEERS.

. THEIR PLAY BECOMES MORE COMPLEX AND SOCIALLY INTERACTIVE, INVOLVING:

SHARED GOALS.

TURN-TAKING.

NEGOTIATION OF ROLES AND RULES.
. THIS STAGE PROVIDES RICH OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN TO:
PRACTICE AND EXPAND LANGUAGE SKILLS.
STRENGTHEN RELATIONSHIPS. + Y
LEARN COLLABORATION AND PROBLEM-SOLVING. '

Reducing dummie¢ and bottlag halpe children to:

Al - 3
L i J

i v,

Many young children find comfort in dummiege and baby bottlee, and that’e completely underctandable. 5
fl Ac children grow, we can cupport their epeech and language by teducing how often theca are uged duting

! Elklan suggecte keeping dummiec and bottles mainly for gleep timee after 12 monthg and removing
them before cpeaking to your child go they can copy counde and worde more eagily.
& Another powerful way to eupport epeach ic through charing booke. Reading helpe children learn new

worde, licten, and join in with counde and ctories.
To makae thie eacier, we now have a Book Station at Acorn reception where familieg can borrow booke to
enjoy at home. Pleage feel welcome to take one and swap it when you're ready!

&0 Together, these emall ctepe help children grow into confident communicators.
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For the croutone

RECIPE

/3(94«4’\/

INGREDIANTS

2 thep olive oil

2 onione

finely chopped

lkg pumpkin

or equach (ity kabocha), peeled,
deceeded and chopped into
chunke

700ml vegatable ctock

or chicken ctock

150ml double cream

2 thep olive oil

4 clicoe wholemeal coeded
bread

cruete removed

handful pumpkin geede

DIRECTIONSE e

Heat 2 thep olive oil in a large caucapan, then gently
cook 2 finely chopped onione for 5 ming, until coft
but not coloured.

Add 1kg pumpkin or equach, cut info chunks, to the
pan, then carry on cooking for €-10 ming, ctirting
occacionally until it ctarte fo coften and turn golden.

Pour 700ml vegetable or chicken stock info the pan
and ceagon with calt and pepper. Bring to the boil,
then cimmer for 10 mine until the equach ie very coft.

Pour 150ml double cream into the pan, bring back to
the boil, then purée with a hand blender. For an exita-
velvety congictency you can pour the soup through a
fine gieve. The goup can now be frozen for up fo 2
monthe.

To make the croutone: cut 4 clicee wholemeal ceeded
bread into emall equarec.

Heat 2 tbep olive oil in a frying pan, then fry the
bread until it ctarte fo become crigp.

Add a handful of pumpkin geeds to the pan, then cook
for a few mine more until they are toacted. Thege can
be made a day ahead and ctored in an airtight
containet.

Reheat the coup if needed, tacte for ceaconing, then
carve ccattered with eroutone and ceede and drizzled

with more olive oil, if you want.



https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/olive-oil-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/onion-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/pumpkin-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/cream-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/olive-oil-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/five-best-saucepans
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-hand-blenders
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-non-stick-frying-pans
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-tupperware-sets
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-tupperware-sets

S X

(&

q(

ATTENDANCE REMINDER

Just a gentle reminder to pleace let ug know if
your child won’t be attending nureery for any
reacon. We have a duty of care to check on any
unexplained abgencag ag part of our
cafeguarding procedurag.

Thank you for helping u¢ keep all our children
cafe and accounted for

.’ +

‘PARENT PARTNERSHIP

HOT LUNCHES

A little reminder to pleace check that your
child’e hot lunch hag beon ordered each day. .
We've noticed an increage in children without é
ordere, and although we’ll alwaye try fo find |
them comething, the kitchen may not have
epare meale available.

Your help makee a big difference — thank you
for keaping those tummieg full and happy! &

=] o
V% P T APESTRY POSTS

We love hearing about the exciting thinge your children get up to
outcide hurcery! Whether it’s a trip to the park, a vicit to the library, a
creafive activity af home, or even juet a epecial moment, charing
updates and photos on Tapesity helpe ug bring their experiences into
the nursery.

| Talking about thege experienceg in the room not only promotes
convereation but aleo cupporte language development, builde confidence
in exprescing ideag, and cparke curiogity and imagination. It'c a
wonderful way for ue to connect with your child’e interecte and
celebrate their achievemente together.

Qo pleage keep the updates coming — we can’t wait to cee what you've
been up to! &8

WEATHER-READY CHILDREN

Ac the ceacone change, we want to remind parente fo bring children to
nureery in weather-appropriate clothing.
Pleace encure your child hae: L
o A coat or jacket for colder or wet daye % &
o Wallieg for puddle jumping or outdoor play
e Hate, cearvee, and glovee when it’s chilly E%
o Extra layers or cpare clothes for mesey activities _
Drescing appropriately helps children stay comfortable and enjoy all
our indoor and outdoor activitiee eafely, no matter the weather!

Thank you for helping ug keep the little ones happy, cafe, and ready
for adventure.

COLLECTIONG

A friendly reminder to all parente: if comeone elca ig collecting your
child, pleace let a member of the team know in advance — eithet in
person, via Tapestry, or by email.

For cafeguarding reacong, we may ack for a paceword, and we kindly

releace 4 child to comeone we do hot know or who doeg not have the

request that it ic different each time. Pleage be aware that we will not (-

correct paceword. : & g
Thank you for helping ug keep all children cafe! y &

We just wanted fo cay a big thank you fo all our parente for supporting our Healthy Eating Policy. It'e been fantagtic to
coe 0 many coloutful, balanced, and nuttitioug lunchboxee coming in — the children are loving them!
4 Your cupport makeg 3 big difference in helping the little oneg develop healthy habite and enjoy their mealtimes.

[ FREE FIRCT AID TRAINING

We'ro excited to chare that the

Children’e Centre ic offeting a frea
Paediatric Firet Aid training ceccion for ’OWOUM Ve

parente on Monday 11th November. daif your c""m‘!’;"’n";hzt to 0
Thig ig a fantactic opportunity to learn emergency first :,dfd

ool T o T o scei

eccential ckille for keeping little onee "'","327""?::2';‘:.’:,':“ for
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PLEASE KEEP THEM COMING.

STAFF SHOUT 0UT’S * ﬁ?
W povemie o Om% T

A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS TAKEN THE TIMETO

SHARE STAFF SHOUT-OUTS — YOUR APPRECIATION REALLY
BRIGHTENS OUR TEAM’S DAY! WE LOVE HEARING FROM YOU, S0

yov 0y,

!
MILLIE - ALWAYS S0 gl
FRIENDLY WITH /mn
PARENTS AND 8
| CHILDREN. LEAVING (@

e
I ——
-

KATIE - SO THOUGHTFUL AND
ATTENTIVE. SENDING LITTLE
EXTRA MESSAGES AND PHTOS
WHILST MY CHILD IS BACK AFTER
AN ILLNESS. IT HAS BEEN REALLY
COMFORTING!

AMY - SHE ALWAYS
KNOWS HOW TO
CONNECT WITH THE
CHILDREN AND HELP
S NURTURE THEIR LOVE

FOR COMING TO
NURSERY

MARIE - LOVELY FEEDBACK
FROM OUR EYST ON HOW WELL
CHE SUPPORTS THE SEN
CHILDREN IN HER ROOM. HER
‘ NEW CHILDREN HAVE SETTLED

4 WONDERFULLY AND HAS
FORMED LOVELY BONDS WITH
THEM.

BOND.

A LASTING \ /R
IMPRESSION

ELLT- FORSETTING UP
LOVELY ACTIVITIES IN HER
ROOM AND ALWAYS
SUPPORTING AND

REACSURING HER ROOM | i85
STAFF ik

&

b

FONNA - FANTASTIC JOB
WITH ISLA'S
WHEELCHAIR

SUPPORTING STAFF AND

KEEPING ACORN

RUNNING SMOOTHLY

VICKU - MY CHILD
ADORES HER COMPANY. &
HE STARTED CAYING |
HER NAME IN A FEW
DAYS AND THEY HAVE
CREATED A SWEET

DAKOTA - YOU ARE
ALWAYS HAPPY TO
LISTEN TO ANY
CONCERNS AND HAVE
BEEN A BIG HELP WITH

KERRI - WHEN MY CHILDN
STAYS LATE | HAVE
CEEN HOW GENTLY YOU
HOLD HIM ON YOUR LAP
WHEN HE IS TIRED AND
SLEPU. IT'S SUCH A KIND
AND COMFORTING
GESTURE




