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JULY SUMMER CELEBRATIONS EDITION

ESSAGE FROM LORNA ( DATES FOR THE DIARY |
Welcome to our end-of-term newsletter!
As another wonderful term comes to a close, | would End of stretched fundin
like to thank all of our children, families, and staff Thursday 20™M AUgUST ot ]me

for making it such a fantastic one. It has been a joy
o watch our children grow, learn, and create so _ .
many happy memories. G%P In funding )
A special goodbye goes to our preschool children as Thursday 20™ August at 12pm - 31°
they begin their exciting journey to school. We are AUgUST
incredibly proud of each and every one of you and
wish you the very best of luck in your next '
adventure. Bank ho\\day —ursery closed
We hope you all have a wonderful summer, and we Monda\/ 31 AugusT
1] look forward to welcoming many of You back in
September! gl

Start of term
Thursday 3" Septermber

. Warm regards,
Lorna

Goodbye and Good Luck to Our School Leavers!

As another wonderful year comes to an end, we would like to say a heartfelt goodbye to all of
our children who are leaving Acorn Childcare %en\fre o begin their exciting new adventure af
school. _
It has been a privilege to watch each and every one of you grow from little acorns into confident,
§ Kind, curious, and capable children. We've shared so many special moments together—from first i
steps, first words, and new friendships to messY play, outdoor adventures, credtive activities, and il
countless smiles and laughter. We are incredibly proud of everything you have achieved during |
our fime with us.
Starting school is a huge milestone and although we will miss seeing your hapf faces each day,
H we know You are more than ready for this next chapter. We have no doubt that You will continue
o shine, embrace new challenges, make wonderful friendships, and create many more happy
memories.

To all of our amazing families, thank you for trusting us to be part of your child's ear\y years
Jjourney. It has beena pleasure to support your children as they have learned, developed, and
flourished. We are truly grateful to have shared this special time with you.

From everyone at Acorn Childcare Centre, we wish all of our school leavers the very best of luck
Be brave, be kind, keep smiling, and most ‘\mporT?nﬂy, never stop being curious and believing in
ourselves.

Once an Acorn, a\ways an Acorn. We can't wait to hear about all the wonderful things You go on
10 achieve. @ ¢



This term has been packed with fun, laughter, learning, and lots of wonderful achievements. Our
little ones have enjoyed a wide range of sensory experiences, including messy p\a\/. magical water,
and plenty of water play. helping them explore the world around them through touch, sound, and
d'\scover\/.
We've made the most of the lovely weather by spending lots of time outdoors, developing our gross
motor skills in the garden, splashing in the paddling pools, going on walks, and exploring new sights,
sounds, and textures. One of our favourite activities was watching our magical water sparkle in the
sunshine, and we also loved working together to create a giant painting on the decking.

This term, we have placed a big focus on developing our speech, language, and communication skills.
It has been incredible to watch the children's confidence grow, with many becoming more
independent, reaching exciting developmental milestones, and some beginning to conﬂdenﬂy put
sentences together and ask questions. We have also welcomed lots of new friends into the room
and have loved seeing new friendships blossom through pla\/.

A real highlight of the term was welcoming our families for our Father's Day Smy and P\ay session.
It was lovel\/ 10 see everyone enjoying the activities fogether and creating such special memories.
Thank you to everyone who joined us—we hope you had as much fun as we did.

Ever\/ day has been filled with smiles, cur'\osﬁ\/, creaﬂv'\‘ry. and exciting new experiences, and we are
mcred'\bl\/ proud of ever\/’rhmg the children have achieved this term.

Thank you to all of our families for your continued support. We hope you have a wonderful, relaxing,
and sunshine-filled summer, and we can't wait to welcome everyone back for another term full of

exciting adventures! #: &




What a wonderful and busy term we have had in the Baby Room.
The children have been learning, exploring and growing every da\/,
and it has been a joy to watch their confidence flourish.

This term we have been focusing on developing the children’s
communication and language skills through activities based around
their interests. Our animal-themed play has encouraged lots of new
sounds, words and conversations, while our ro\e—p\ay areas have
been a huge success. The children have loved pretending to be
doctors caring for their patients and hairdressers styling hair,
helping to develop their imagination, confidence and social
interactions.

One of ouyr favourite experiences this term has been caring for our
caterpillars as They transformed into beautiful butterflies. The
children enjoyed observing the different stages of the life cyc\e‘
watching the caterpillars grow, form their chrysa\'\ses and Fma\\\/
emerge as butterflies. This wonderful experience sparked lots of
cur‘\os'n“\/ and excitement, and the children loved watching the
butterflies spread their wings before we released them into the
garden. It was a \ove\y oppormm‘ry fo encourage awe and wonder
while introducing the children to the natural world.

With football fever in full swing, we couldn't resist joining in the
excitement! The children have enjoyed singing popular England
football songs, dancing, clapping and waving flags together, creating
a wonderful atmosphere full of enthusiasm and fun.

The warmer weather has also meant plenty of opportunities for
water p\ay. From splashing in our paddling pools to exploring
different water activities, the children have had lots of fun while
developing their confidence, coordination and sensory skills.

For our older children who will soon be moving o the Toddler Room,
we have been gently preparing them for this exciting next step.
They have been practising drinking from open-top cups, sitting on
the larger chairs at mealtimes, and spending time outdoors with the
Toddler Room children. These visits have given them the chance to
meet some of their new friends and become familiar with the staff,
helping to make the transition as smooth and positive as possible.
As we approach the end of the term, we would like to wish all of
ouyr children who are moving up to the Toddler Room in September
every happiness and success in their new room. We are mcred'\b\y
proud of how much they have achieved during their time with us
and know they are ready for this exciting next chapter. Over the
coming weeks, we look forward to making lots more special
memories together and enjoying every moment with them before
‘rhey begin their new adventure.
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This month we have made the most of the \ove\y warm weather b\/ enjoying lots of
water p\ay outdoors. One of the children's favourite activities has been washing the
cars, where The\/ had great fun splashing, scrubbing and exploring with water. The
children have also loved riding the Tr'\cyc\es and balance bikes, developing their
confidence, coordination and gross motor skills while having lots of fun.

When the afternoons have been too hot, we have sm\/ed cool indoors b\/ enjoying
dancmg and pamchm‘e games in our \ove\\/ air-conditioned room. The children have
had lots of fun moving, singing and playing together.

We have also begun experimenting with messy play. So far, we have made sensory
dough and foam paint, and the children have loved exploring these new textures. We
are looking forward to creating many more excifing sensory experiences over the
coming weeks.

Next month, we are esPec'\aH\/ excited to welcome some caTerp'\\\ars into our room.
The children will have the 0ppormm’r\/ to watch them grow and transform into
beautiful butterflies, \eammg all about their Fascmaﬂng life cyc\e.




hat a fantastic term we've had in M‘\gh’r Oaks!
It's been a very spec'\a\ one as we've enj ed
spending our final term together before Sotne of

our children head off to beg\n their exciting school

Journey.
For our school leavers, we have been focusing on
school readiness, ’ra\ng about the transition to
school, meeting new teachers, discussing which
schools everyone will be a’r’rendmg. and ¢ atting
about who ’rhe\/ mighT be with. To celebrate this
exciting milestone, we held our Preschool

Graduation, and what a wonderful celebration it

was! VWe hope you all enjoyed it as much as we did

This term, we also made some exciting changes to
our room. Ve rearranged the furniture and
introduced lots of new resources and Toys. The
children loved exploring their new environment, and
it was wonderful to see how the changes sparked
new inferests, encouraged curiosity, and kept
everyone engaged in their play.

One of the highlights of the term was looking afte
our very own caterpillars. The children learned all
ahbout how to care for them and eager\\/ watched ag

The% grew, formed their cocoons, and ‘eventuall
emerged as beautiful butterflies. This was a
fantastic opportunity to explore the butterfly life
§ cycle while developing an understanding of how to

care for living things.

L \/Ve were also lucky enough to welcome some very
f  special Secret Readers info Mighty Oaks. The
children thoroughly enjoyed listening to stories
from a police officer and a gardener, who also

il talked to us about growing vegetables and caring
for plants. Thank you to everyone who volunteered
&0 come in and shdre these special experiences with
us.

I A b‘\g thank You to all of our dads and spec'\a\ male
ole models vvhoJo‘med us for our Father's Day Sta
3-" and Play session. It was \ove\\/ t0 see SO Ma Y of
Pl \ou spending time with the children, and we hope
iy You enJ'oyed it as much as we did.

As the term comes to an end, we'd like to wish all
of our school leavers the very best as They begin
heir next adventure. We are 50 proud of everyt ing
You have achieved, and we know you'll all do
amaz\ng\\/ well. We will miss you a | very muchl

F‘ma\\\/, we'd like to wish all of our M'\gh‘r\/ Oaks
families a wonderful, safe, and relaxing summer.
Thank you for all of your continued support
’rhroughom the year—we can't wait to see some of
you again in September!
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What a busy and exciting last few weeks we've had before
many of you begin your new adventure at school
e celebrated World Ocean Day with lots of fun, ocean-theme
activities. The children enjoyed exploring an ocean sensory tuff
tray filled with different sea creatures, listening to stories
about the ocean, and using their fine motor skills to carefu\\y
cut out sea animals as part of our ‘Save the Sea Animals’
c\cT'\v'\T\/.
We also created a beautiful Mermaid Garden. Using spoons to
scoop and share coloured rice helped develop the children's fine
otor skills while encouraging turn-taking and cooperation. W4
talked about what mermaids might have in their gardens, and
the children chose to add shells, stones, and sparkling gems.
hroughout the acﬂv‘ﬁry‘ everyone shared their ideas and engage
in wonderful conversations, helping to develop their
gommunication and language skills while exploring both natura
and imaginative materials.

We also focused on heah‘hy eating, where the children
mdependenﬂy chopped up fresh fruit to make their own
delicious fruit salad. This was a fantastic acﬂvﬁ\/ for building
] confidence, independence, and learning about making healthy

UJQ food choices.

he children have loved exploring some of our new Toys. with Jrhef
ice cream role-play shop becoming a firm favouritel They

B enjoyed collecting money, serving lots of delicious pretend ice

creams, and creating their own menus through mark-making
Some children even wrote the correct letters, which was

fantastic to seel

I We welcomed daddies into nursery to celebrate Father's Da\/,

thank you to all that came to celebrate with us!
p VWVith the recent hot weather, we've made the most of lots of
3 water play o help us cool down. We even set up a preftend
l{lcmonade stand, where the children used fresh lemons, ice, and
water to make refreshing pretend lemonade while enjoying
imaginative role p\ay.

F’ma\\\/. we would like o say a huge thank you 10 everyone who E
came o our Graduation Celebration. It was such a lovel\/ dayA
and we were so proud to celebrate each and every one of YOu.
The Great Oaks team are mcred'\b\\/ proud of everyw‘hmg you

have achieved and wish you all the very best as you begin your

exciting new adventure at school.
e can't wait to see photos of you all in your school uniforms
and hope to see some of you around school in the futurel
e hope you all have a wonderful, safe, and happy summer.
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Ce\ebmﬂng 70 ﬂmergy sesisions with SQW

We are de\'\ghTed to celebrate 70 Funerg\/ sessions with Sa\l\/ in the
school studiol What an incredible milestone, and what a wonderful
J'oumey it has been.

Over the past 70 sessions, our children have explored music through
music, rhyfhm. movement and creative dance. Each session has been
filled with laughter, imagination and opportunities to learn through
p\a\/ in a fun, safe and supportive environment.

Toge‘rher, we have:

e Learned action songs and nursery rhymes.

3 Exp\ored a var‘\eT\/ of musical STy\es and rhyfhms.

. Deve\oPed balance, coordination and gross motoyr skills Through
movement and dance.

e Used props such as scarves and ribbons 1o inspire creaT‘\v'\T\/.

e Built confidence, communication skills and W\endsh'\ps ‘rhrough
group activities.

o Celebrated different cultures b\/ experiencing music and dances
from around the world.

It has been wonderful to watch the children grow in confidence,
express themselves creatively and develop a love of music and
moverment. Every session encourages curiosity, feamwork and joyful
learning while supporting their physical, social, emotional and
language development.

Thank you to all our families for your continued support. VVe are so
proud of everything the children have achieved over these 70 sessions
__ and look forward to many more exciting musical adventures

J together!
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AT our nursery, we believe that every child deserves the 0pporTum’ry to learn, grow and

thrive in an environment where ’rhey feel safe, valued and included. In line with the EYFS

SmmTor\/ Framework and the Special Educational Needs and D'\sab'\\'\T\/ (SEND) Code of

Practice, we are committed to meeting the individual needs of every child through high-
qua\'\’ry inclusive practice.

Children develop at their own pace, and some may have, or be in the process of being
identified as having additional needs or SEND. These needs may affect how a child
communicates, plays, learns, manages emotions or interacts with others, and ‘rhe\/ are not
a\ways visible. Some children may receive additional support from our SENDCo and
practitioners, use visual fimetables or communication aids, follow personalised routines, or
work alongside external professionals to ensure The\/ can m\\y access the curriculum and
make progress.

As children learn alongside one another, The\/ may notice that their friends have different
ways of communicating, learning or responding to the world around them. VWe embrace
these opportunities to promote kindness, empmhy, respect and acceptance. Through ouyr

da'\\\/ interactions, books, p\ay experiences and curriculum, we help children understand that

everyone is unique, everyone learns d'\fferenﬂy, and everyone belongs.

We value the partnership we have with parents and carers and appreciate your support in
reinforcing these positive messages at home. Ve also ask families to respect the privacy
and conﬂdenﬂa\ﬁ\/ of all children. While we are a\ways happy to discuss your own child's

development and learning, we are unable to share information about another child's needs

or the support The\/ receive.

B\/ worK\ng Togefher, we can continue o build an inclusive nursery communﬁ\/ where
d\versﬁy is celebrated, individual needs are recogmsed, and every child is supporTed 10
achieve their very best.

®




NURSERY RHYME (SONG) =

Open, shut them,
Open, shut them,

Give a little clap. clap, clap.
Open, shut them,
Open, shut them,

Lay them in your \ap, lap. lap.
Creep them, creep them,
Creep them, creep them,

Right up to your chin, chin, chin.

Open up your little mouth..

But do not let them inl

T\ LKLAN UPDATE

OR., YOU COULD TALK ABOU

WHATYOURE  THETOOLS  WHATIOURE
F‘E‘E*L'QHEE BUILDING (E6. YOUREUSING PNMEMIT (ortelp
(EC. CoLD, ABALLASNAKE. (EG.KNIFE solpsipoLl, MINE YOURS,
‘SOFT.~ ASNOWMAN.  ROLLINGPIN, ~pRESS.CUT, GIVETDOTT,
sty AFUNNYFACE  SHAPE ~ TEARPULETC  WANT

ACIPCAKE,  CUTTERS,  PREPOSITIONS-  ILIKEL
ETC) ET0) ETC) IN.OUTON  NO.YES,

OFFETC)  STOPETC)

(ORE WORDS

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE TIP

Give your child titme to re5pond.

After you've said something or
asked a question, try counting
s'\\enﬂy to five before speaking
again. Children often need extra
time to process what They‘ve
heard and think of a response.
Waiting paﬂenﬂy encourages
communication and helps build
confidence.

TR

™ | will learn to read
but First | need to...

I-need o follow
chiscts with my
#yas 1o read differentiste
P siza, shapies,
lings: and
directions

!-I = .-__- =
.« and | need somecne to read
to me every day!
P b, 1.



INGREDIENTS DIRECTIONS
J ©00g frozen mSPberr'\es
sTep 1
. juice 3 lemons e Putall the ingredients in a blender
or food processor and blitz until you
. 225m| soda water get a smooth slush. Divide between
SIX jars or cups T0 serve.

° 9 ice

DONT FORGET TO SHARE PHOTOS ON §
o cubes (rough\\/ 70g) TAPESTRY IF YOU MAKE THIS RECIPEL

J 3 TbsP agave nectar

e
L

Although this smoothie recipe is quick and simple, there are still lots of ways your child can ge’r
involved|
Making smoothies together is a great opportunity to support your child's learning while
encouraging healthy eating habits. Children can help by:
& Choosing and naming the fruits and vegetables.
| Counting and measuring the ingredients, developing ear\y maths skills.
A\ Adding the ingredients 1o the blender and practising their hand—eye coordination.
il <o Observing what happens as the ingredients change from solid pieces into a smooth drink
(with an adult operating or closely supervising the blender.
¢ Talki Ing about colours, textures, flavours and where different fruits come from, helping to
develop language and communication skills.
¥ Discussing why fruits and vegetables are good for our bodies and the importance of a
healthy, balanced diet.
Smoothie making is also a great opportunity to introduce children fo Kitchen safety, helping
them understand that some appliances, such as blenders, should only be used with an adult. 8
We hope you enjoy making this delicious smoothie togetherl We'd love to hear what your little B8
one thought of it or see any photos of them getting involved,


https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/raspberry-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/lemon-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/agave-syrup-glossary

PARENT PARTNERSHIP
EXCITING NEWS

We are de\'\ghfed to announce that the role of Depu’ry Manager has been filled by one of our
own feam members, Sarah Blades!

Samhjo'\ned Acorn Childcare Centre last SepTember from Malcolm Sargent Pr'\mar\/ School and
has a\ready become a valued member of our Mighty Oaks team. With her wealth of
Know\edge and experience, Sarah has made a fantastic contribution to the nursery, and we are
Thrilled to see her take the next step in herJ‘oumey with us.

Sarah will officiall begm her new role as Deputy Manager in Sepfember. and we have no
doubt that her passion, dedication, and commitment to providing the very best for our children,

families, and staff will make a hu e\\/ positive impact across the whole nursery. 14
Please join us in congratulating Sarah on her well-deserved promotion. We are incredibly proud
o have her as part of the Acorn team and look forward to all she will achieve in her new role.

ABSENCES DURING THE HOLIDAYS

| ou Know your child will be absent from nursery for any reason, such as a Fam'\\\/ holidav,
appointments, or p\anned time away, we would rea \\/ appreciate it if you could let us know as
far in advance as poss\b\e.

Having advance notice he\ps us to:

Plan our sTaFﬂng effectively.
Make the best use of our available spaces.
Offer extra sessions to families who are \oong for additional da\/s where poss\b\e.

| Your support really helps us to ensure we can provide the best experience for all of our children
e and families. '

_GAP IN FUNDING

We would like to make you aware of an upcoming gap in ﬂmd‘mg from 12:00 gm on Thursda\/ 20th August
2026, up to and inclu ing Monday 31 August 2026.

Ouyr sew“r'\ng will return to normal from:

Tuesda\/, 1 Sepw‘ember 2026 for our al\—xjear—round children.
Thursda\/, 3 SepTember 2026 for ouy ter —’r'\me—on\\/ children.

During the ﬂmd‘m% gap. you have the option not fo send your child(ren) to nursery. If you choose not fo attend
during this period, you will not be charged for those sessions. If your child(ren) does not attend without the
proper notice these sessions will be chargeable.

However, if your child(ren) attend any of their re%u\ar booked sessions dur'\ng the ﬂmdmg gap. \You will be
charged for those sessions, as t ey will not be covered b\/ funded hours.

I you wish to cancel your child's attendance during this period, please let us know by Friday 3ist of July 2026. E

T G i g




VICKY

'T—"or be‘mg S0

JULIJA

| can't put into words how
wonderful and caring she
is with my son. He recenﬂ\/
started potty training and
| really appreciate how
patient and encouraging
she's been with him. | love
the way she communicates
any concerns without
making us feel alarmed.
VWe are very grateful for
her

aughter loves

her. Thank You S0

much for your care
and love

LORNA

Kind, caring
and eager 10
learn

X

M 3

Emi has been an amazing Ke\/vvorker for our child and weq
couldn't be more grateful for ever\/Th\ng she has done.
From da\/ one, she has made our child feel safe, happy,
and valued, and the bond They have built is so special.

Emi's Kindness, patience and genuine care shine through i
In everything she does and it's clear how passionate she [
Is about supporting every child's development. Our child
has absolu’re\\/ loved her time with Emi and we've seen
her confidence and independence grow so much. We feel
‘mcred‘\b\y \ucKy to have had her as their Keyworker.

-
g
el

KATIE

For a\ways be‘\ng kind
and caring

SARA

She's so kind and he\pﬂ)\

For helping
my child
settle in so
well

M\/ daughw”er has made such a
\ove\y bond with Em'\\\/ and has
loved spend'\ng Titme with her.
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	EXCITING NEWS
	We are delighted to announce that the role of Deputy Manager has been filled by one of our own team members, Sarah Blades!
	Sarah joined Acorn Childcare Centre last September from Malcolm Sargent Primary School and has already become a valued member of our Mighty Oaks team. With her wealth of knowledge and experience, Sarah has made a fantastic contribution to the nursery, and we are thrilled to see her take the next step in her journey with us. Sarah will officially begin her new role as Deputy Manager in September, and we have no doubt that her passion, dedication, and commitment to providing the very best for our children, families, and staff will make a hugely positive impact across the whole nursery. Please join us in congratulating Sarah on her well-deserved promotion. We are incredibly proud to have her as part of the Acorn team and look forward to all she will achieve in her new role.

	ABSENCES DURING THE HOLIDAYS
	If you know your child will be absent from nursery for any reason, such as a family holiday, appointments, or planned time away, we would really appreciate it if you could let us know as far in advance as possible.
	Having advance notice helps us to:
	Plan our staffing effectively. Make the best use of our available spaces. Offer extra sessions to families who are looking for additional days where possible.
	Your support really helps us to ensure we can provide the best experience for all of our children and families.

	GAP IN FUNDING
	For being my son’s favourite!
	For being so kind, caring and eager to learn
	I can’t put into words how wonderful and caring she is with my son. He recently started potty training and i really appreciate how patient and encouraging she’s been with him. I love the way she communicates any concerns without making us feel alarmed. We are very grateful for her
	For always being kind and caring
	For helping my child settle in so well
	My daughter loves her. Thank you so much for your care and love
	My daughter has made such a lovely bond with Emily and has loved spending time with her.
	She’s so kind and helpful



